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The Clty Englneerlng D|V|S|on is respon5|ble for: plannmg -and

'|mplement|ng the C|tys capital |mprovement projects: This |
_'encompasses a W|de range  of prOJects street ‘and 5|dewalk'
repalrs bridge . repairs,-  major- road |mprovements a‘nd"'
replacmg/malntamlng the operation of- our. sewer and water‘.
facilities.” Every year: | glve Kent City CounC|l an update on our.-_
'capltal prOJects you can read the 2024 plan '

'Whatever the prOJeCt the quest|on I am asked most often |s Why

are'you doing th|s Work” or.“how do you deC|de which. prOJects get

“‘done?” Believe. |t or not there |s a strategy and process: |nvolved i
in deC|d|ng WhICh prOJects the: Englneerlng staﬁc takes. on and

-thats the purpose of ‘this’'new Column Perlod|cally throughout"
the year l'am going to use this space to talk about: some our larger
7 prOJects and explaln the why and gl “how :

'The underlylng factor we look at |s how the prOJeCtS allgn W|th the
' Clty s'vision, whichis:. ‘ : By .
To.be -the City of - ch0|ce in: northeast Oh|o for re5|dents '
'-busmesses and . students seeklng enrlchlng communlty
experlences that W|ll lastallfetlme St s R

‘-We also look at.the C|ty S strateglc values (see 2024 Plan) when_'
prioritizing:our prOJects Thlngs like ensunng a safe communlty, an
'_exceptlonal quality. of -life; creating dlstlnct nelghborhoods and‘_
malntalnlng the synergy between the unlverS|ty and the town.: of-
“course; not: every prOJect meets: each of: these values but we try
to find a good balance that: W|ll |mprove the quallty of llfe for'--
“those who llve and work in Kent. -


https://www.kentohio.gov/media/3dxhc4o1/november_2024-capital-project-update.pdf
https://www.kentohio.gov/media/3dxhc4o1/november_2024-capital-project-update.pdf

Ther.e _are two -major ‘infrastructure prajects that you'll see
underway over the next few years, and both. align with the city’s
Vision and values: The first is improvements to. East. Main Street,
“between Willow Street and Horning Road. The goal is to.provide
an aesthetically pleasrng, less cluttered, stress-free gateway into’
*Kent that meets the current demands of all Who ‘use East Maln'
“Street. 'l talk moré about that prOJect ina future articte, but,'
~know that work:is expected to begin later this year and you can.
frnd out more det,alls on our Web5|te : ; :

: The ot'her projec't'is"irh'p-rovem'ents toa section of N. Mantua St;,

-from Needham Ave.to just beyorid the northern Kent Clty limits:
The Clty, Kent City Schogals, and Davey Tree are partnering to”
make |mprovements to this well-traveled stretch of road: that
|ncludes Theodore Roosevelt High School, Rlver Bend. residential
development and the .corporate headquarters for Davey Tree

Thls area also serves as the nort\hern gateway |nto the C|ty :

‘

Thls sectlon of North Mantua has -a dally vo{ume of 17 OOO—.

18, OOO vehlcles concerns about traffic.and pedestrran

5 safety, ;

speedrng, and vehlcular mgress/egress have béen a concern in
th|s area for more: than 20 years : N ; '

A Cltlzens Advrsory Commrttee has IQeen Worklng wrth thet
‘planning - committee: for the past year to develop a’ plan ‘to

transform th1s stretch of road The purpose of the: prOJect rs to
Improve traffic flow and safety.for all users S

Provrde connections for a future blke trall

‘Create an’ aesthetic gateway

Improve: vehicle rngress and egress to drrves and to Rrver-

¥ Bend Blvd


https://www.kentohio.gov/business-building-development/engineering/current-engineering-projects/east-main-street-project/

As you can-see, these allgn Wlth many of the C|tys strateglc
values, such' as, safety, enhancing quallty of life. and creatlng
strong nelghborhoods : 3 : '
The planned |mprovements |nclude a smgle lane roundabout at’
the relocated Davey Tree- driveways/N. ‘Mantua |ntersect|on'.
: add|t|on ‘of ‘a right turn lane exiting River. Bend :Blvd.,-and. an:
upgraded traffic signal at the Roosevelt Dr. |ntersect|on The
project will also-include pavement resurfacmg, mstallatlon of a
new: medlan boulevard curblng, dnvevvays sidewalk; shared use
path dramage streetscaplng, llghtrng, srgning and pavement
marklngs o i 2 . ekl

The prolect cost is estimated at $5: mrlllon Wlth over $2 mllllon"
secured in federal and state fundlng Constructlon wolild begin
| |n late 2026 and take apprOX|mately one year to complete Ry

To help vrsuallze What this. Wlll look like, there is a VIdeo you can'
: V|ew and a summary of the overall prOJect S

: REARS

A publrc meetlng Was held in: February and the crty is. acceptrng
comments on the. prOJect until March 14, 2025 You can send.
your comments to me at Jim: Bowllng@KentOhlo gov _Or you can:
—call our office at 330 678 8106 Your feedback rs an lmportant'
part of the plannlng process : R : :

I hope th|s column glves you some |n5|gh‘t lnto how the"-
Englneerrng D|V|slon operates It thereis anythlng you Would llke_
to know about please let. me know by callrng or emalllng me


https://www.kentohio.gov/media/ixyd1f2g/nmantuaimprovementsvideo_2.mp4
https://www.kentohio.gov/media/0jwiuauc/sr43overviewhandout.pdf
mailto:Jim.Bowling@KentOhio.gov



